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delicate thing; and I see no preparations made
to lessen the shock that must be received. The
farmers of tobacco and snuff have been informed
that their administration must cease on the ist of
June, 1787. All persons thenceforward will be
allowed to cultivate tobacco, and to make and
sell snuff. This is a very important obj ect; fo
the tobacco that grows on these barren sands is
some of the best in Germany, and formerly was
a very considerable branch of trade. On the ist
of July grants are to be delivered, gratis, to who-
ever shall make the requisition. (Nay, freedom
is promised for coffee, too.) From 1783 to 1786,
the duties on snuff and tobacco had yielded about
sixteen hundred thousand livres more than the
sum they had been estimated at by the King; so
that these formed a revenue of something more
than a million of crowns, and sometimes a million
four hundred thousand; amounting from about a
hundred and seventy to two hundred thousand
pounds sterling. Yet the collectors had not the
right of buying the leaf tobacco; they were obliged
to purchase it from the warehouses of the Mari-
time Company, by whom it was sold at a profit  IIember things which  may, and   perhaps not
